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his toasts he let flow, says Edmund Gosse, "an
illuminated cascade of fancy and humor and
repartee**. In his study he wrote novels (Elsie
Venner, 1861; The Guardian Angel, 1867)
containing his lucid rejoinders to the doc-
trines of his ancestors; in Elsie Venner he
preached through the law of heredity the
limited character of the individual's moral
responsibility. Surely no New Englander ever
brought science and daily living closer than
this witty anatomist, this medical poet. Sen-
sitive to the currents of American religious
thought, he tested these and reached sane con-
clusions, stated poetically in ccThe Chambered
Nautilus", discursively in his breakfast-table
books. Science, he declared, forbade dogma-
tism about our destiny, but proclaimed a plan:
God wills, and the universe articulates His power,
wisdom and goodness. That is all I know. There
is no bridge my mind can. throw from the "im-
material" cause to the "material" effect.
In his social thought, too, Holmes kept the
middle of the road. He was tinged with con-
servatism, and to the extremist he tossed the
following:
You can't keep a dead level long, if you burn
everything down flat to make it. Why, bless your
soul, if afl the cities of the world were reduced
to ashes, you'd have a new set of millionaires in a
couple of years or so, out of the trade in potash.
Such a man was Holmes in 1857, when
James Russell Lowell besought him to con-